
OPERA GALA FACT SHEET 2016 

 New this year! Opera Gala… Opera for a Cause is pleased to introduce its STUDENT BURSARY PROGRAM, 
a scholarship program for senior post-secondary vocal students. This program allows award-winning 
students to join the Opera Gala in a chorus role and have the rare opportunity to work with highly skilled 
and experienced vocalists. It is designed to fulfill, in part, our mandate to help further the musical 
education of young musicians and therefore continue to grow the exceptional music found in Northern 
Ontario. 
 

 The 2016 Gala, our Fifth Anniversary Concert, will be performed at St Andrew’s Place, (111 Larch St) one 
of the best concert venues in Sudbury. 
 

 St Andrew’s Place holds 350 patrons. 
 

 Tickets for the concert will be $20 general admission. 
 

 The first Opera Gala… Opera for a Cause was held in Sudbury on November 18th, 2012 from 2-4 pm for an 
audience of 230 patrons. 
 

 The 2012 performance was in such high demand it sold out nearly a week before the concert, had 
standing room only, and received a standing ovation. 

 

 Performers at the 2012 concert included: Pamela Teed, Irmgard Hechler, Heather Charsley, Susan 
Urquhart-Pandolfo, Marion Harvey Hannah, Tracy Sanmiya, Ralph McIntosh, and Dr. Charlene Biggs. 

 
 The 2012 concert raised $2 150 in support of Pet Save and the Sudbury Blue Door Soup Kitchen. 

 

 The 2013 concert raised $4 000 in support of the Infant Food Bank and the Blue Door Soup Kitchen. 
 

 The 2014 and 2015 concerts together raised $12 000 in support of the Infant Food Bank and the Blue 
Door Soup Kitchen. 
 

 The concert’s sponsor list has doubled every year. This year we are nearing our maximum capacity but 
with sponsorship, the Opera Gala… Opera for a Cause hopes to raise at least $10 000 for the Infant Food 
Bank and Blue Door Soup Kitchen in Sudbury.  
 

 As we continue to grow in size and popularity, the fifth annual Gala will once again have a larger number 
of performers with 18 singers and 9 instrumentalists and will feature two full concerts, a matinee and an 
evening performance. 
 

 Tickets will be sold at Vrab’s Independent Grocer, Jett Landry Music as well as by calling 705.669.7780 to 
help reduce the cost from a ticket vendor and to ensure extended hours. 
 

 Live opera performances are extremely rare in the area with perhaps only a handful of concerts per year 
in total for all of Northern Ontario, and virtually none with so many high caliber performers. 
 

 Opera has a strong following in Northern Ontario as evidenced by sold out “Live at the Met” 
performances at Silver City. 
 

 Patrons are asked to purchase tickets in advance as this concert is expected to sell out very quickly. 
 

 The co-producers of the Opera Gala… Opera for a Cause are Tracy Sanmiya (705.669.7780 or 
Tracy@Sanmiya.com) and Marion Harvey Hannah. All inquiries should be directed to Tracy Sanmiya.  
 

 The Gala is considered a team effort with each member playing a key role. Its success stems from the 
years of experience and the high energy of the dedicated performers, along with the generosity of the 
valued sponsors who support not only the Gala, but these two worthy causes, and the advancement of 
arts in the North. 
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