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info@jacaranda-events.ca 

www.jacaranda-events.ca 

705 626 5779 

Contact us today 

for your FREE event consultation, 

be sure to tell us that you saw us at the Opera 

Gala! 

From planning 

your annual Christmas party to trade 

shows, 

business meetings 

& product launches, 

Jacaranda Events is there to lend a 

hand. 
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 Cambrian Concert Series 
 

GFA International Concert Artist Competition Winner 
Cambrian College Amphitheatre (Room 2226) FREE PARKING 

Friday, November 28 at 7:30 pm 

Russian guitarist Anton Baranov (b.1984) is a prizewinner of more than 

fifteen prestigious international guitar competitions. 

$20, $15 seniors & students  
 

Piano Grande 

Cambrian College Room 1176 
Friday, December 5 at 7:30 pm 

This annual concert of piano ensemble music is an audience favorite!  Join 
Dr. Charlene Biggs and other prominent Sudbury pianists as they present a 
concert entitled 'Spain a la Mode'. 

Free-will donation for admission. 

The Sudbury Opera Guild 

The Sudbury Opera Guild promotes the appreciation 
of opera by:  

 presenting opera programs at meetings;  

 funding scholarships;  

 trips to opera performances;  

 and organizing live concerts where appropriate. 
 

To join the Sudbury Opera Guild or for more info, 
call 705-692-4087. 

The Sudbury Opera Guild is pleased to support  

 Opera Gala… Opera for a Cause. 

 

Sudbury Youth Orchestra  
 

presents “HOLIDAYS IN MOTION”  

Directed by Jamie Arrowsmith 
 

Saturday, December 13 at 7:00 pm, St. Andrew’s Place 

 

Featuring much loved music of the holiday season, with 

guest performers from ‘The Dance Evolution Studio’ in 

excerpts from Tchaikovsky's ‘The Nutcracker Suite’. 

 

$15, $12 seniors & students 
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705.671.71.71 
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Ritchie Mayotte 
DJ/Emcee 

705-920-0456 
info@bigandrichdj.com 

Dance like no one is watching... 

Hand-crafted jewelry by Irene Nizzero 
705-507-2094 ,www.facebook.com/TheBusyBeader 
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Photography provided by Rebeccca Bose 
Visit our Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/RBimageworks The Days Inn Sudbury is proud to host the 
Opera Gala’s out of town performers.  

The Exclusive Look 
The Exclusive Look wishes to thank all of our 

customers for your patronage over the many 

years we were in business. 

 

We send our best wishes to the musicians of 

the Opera Gala for a successful concert! 
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Notes From The Producer and Beneficiaries  

Hello and welcome to our third annual Opera Gala… Opera for a Cause. With TWO shows this year, 
it was a year of many challenges for us: from difficulties scheduling rehearsals, to vocalists with 
laryngitis, we’ve had it all. Even the repertoire is much more challenging! But I know that by 
watching this performance you will agree we’ve come out the other side a stronger and more 
cohesive group. As author Dean F. Wilson has said “There are always periodic opportunities to 
give up, while every single moment is an opportunity to persevere.”  I am proud and humbled to 
say our Gala group is an unstoppable team that has grown from the effort - an effort not only to 
achieve an amazing concert, but also a better community. Thank you to all involved for your love 
and support and especially to you, the audience, for helping these two worthy causes.  Enjoy! 

Tracy Sanmiya 
Producer,  
Opera Gala... Opera for a Cause 
www.operaforacause.com 
 
 
 
The Blue Door Soup Kitchen wishes to thank the Opera Gala and all the persons involved in this 
benefit concert.  Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
The Blue Door Soup Kitchen provides a free meal to 250 persons of all ages, each weekday. We 
rely on three employees and many volunteers. Meals are prepared daily. Twice a week a warm meal 
is served, on the remaining days, soup and sandwiches are available. Meals are accompanied by a 
dessert as well as tea, coffee and milk. Fresh fruit and salads are also served when available. 
 
Our mission: To offer hospitality as well as hot and nourishing meal to anyone in need without 
questioning or judging. 
 
Again, thank you for your generous contribution. 
  
Marc Leduc 
President, 
Blue Door Soup Kitchen 
www.bluedoorsoup.ca 
 
 
 
 
We, at the Pregnancy Care Centre wish to thank the Opera Gala for their amazing support. 
Your contribution has a positive impact on the 800 families and babies that we serve, who are 
struggling financially right here in Sudbury.  It takes a community to raise a child.  Thank you for 
being part of that community. 
  
Dedee Flietstra 
Executive Director, 
Pregnancy Care Centre & Infant Food Bank 
www.pccifb.ca 

13 

 

Biographies 

She has also been the recipient of both a 2004 and 2005 Metropolitan National Council Auditions Encouragement 
Award.  In 2006, Ms. Wells-Hunt was selected to represent Canada at the International Belvedere Competition in  
Vienna. She also succeeded in securing and completing an engagement in Germany for their ’06-’07 opera season, 
performing the role of Marcella in Donizetti’s “Il furioso al isola di San Domingo” at the Musiktheater im Revier, 
Gelsenkirchen. 
 
Ms. Wells presently resides in Sudbury, a mother of two and a financial security advisor at Freedom 55 Financial.  She is 
also a part-time professor of private vocal studies at both Cambrian College and Laurentian University. 

 

Jeff  Wiseman (Tenor) 
Jeff Wiseman graduated from the University of Toronto’s Operatic Performance 
Program with an honours degree. He released his first CD, “First Time Out”, in 
1995. After touring throughout Canada and Scotland, Jeff settled into raising his 
family in Sudbury. 
  
In 2007, he began touring again, playing to appreciative audiences throughout 
Ontario. He released his second CD, “Silver Eyes”, in Sudbury to a full house in 
October of 2008. In addition to his arresting voice, he is skilled on piano and 
guitar. 
  

Jeff is the artistic director for the Sudbury Chamber Singers, and the Greater Sudbury Firefighters Choir.  He is also a 
vocal instructor teaching students from his home, at Laurentian University and at the Marymount Academy. His flexible 
work schedule allows him the opportunity to tour. 
 
In 2010, Jeff joined the Expedition team working for G Adventure Tours where he drives a zodiac and performs music 
for the passengers on board the HMS Expedition cruise ship – travelling to the Arctic and Antarctica. In 2013, Jeff will 
be making his third tour to the Antarctic, including the Falkland Islands and South Georgia Islands. 

 

Gene Wu (Baritone) 
Originally from Calgary, baritone Gene Wu has been seen on many stages 
around Canada performing a wide variety of musical repertoire. 
 
His most recent appearances include Montano in OTELLO with Calgary Opera, 
Silvio in PAGLIACCI with Opera Lyra Ottawa and Mr. Gobineau in THE 
MEDIUM for the Highlands Opera Studio. 
 
Other operatic highlights include Junius in THE RAPE OF LUCRETIA for 
Opera on the Avalon, Antonio in LE NOZZE DI FIGARO for Opera 
Hamilton, The Mandarin in TURANDOT for Opera Lyra Ottawa, Duglas 

D’Angus in LA DONNA DEL LAGO for Opera In Concert. In addition, he has been heard as the Musiklehrer & 
Harlekin in ARIADNE AUF NAXOS and as Figaro in IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA with the Toronto Summer 
Music Festival, and has appeared as the Speaker in Vancouver Opera’s THE MAGIC FLUTE, Emilio Picariello in 
FILUMENA, and the title role in LE NOZZE DI FIGARO, both for the Banff Centre. Mr. Wu has also sung in the 
Canadian premieres of the children’s opera NAOMI’S ROAD for Vancouver Opera and DEAD MAN WALKING for 
Calgary Opera. 
 
In concert, Mr. Wu has been a soloist in Faure’s REQUIEM and Rutter’s MASS OF THE CHILDREN, with the Bow 
Valley Chorus, in J.S. Bach’s JOHANNES PASSION with the Festival Chorus of Calgary and Rutter’s WIND IN THE 
WILLOWS with the Durham Philharmonic Choir. 

http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Gene-Wu-Headshot-Sudbury.jpg
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In 2007, Mrs. Teed began her teaching career, teaching voice through Laurentian University and throughout the 
community of Sudbury, Ontario.  She was appointed conductor of the Bel Canto Chorus in 2009, and is currently 
enjoying her fifth season with the ensemble and her second season as co-director of The Young Sudbury Singers.  In 
September of 2010, she proudly joined the School of Music faculty at Cambrian College in Sudbury Ontario, as the 
head of voice studies.  Pamela Teed will be performing with the Sudbury Symphony in their upcoming holiday concert. 

 
Susan Urquhart-Pandolfo (Soprano) 

Susan currently teaches at Cambrian College as both a voice and violin instructor. She 
also plays violin with the Sudbury Symphony and regularly performs both vocally 
and on her violin around Sudbury. 
  
While living in Toronto, Susan performed with many opera companies, choirs, orchestras 
and attended master classes with the Canadian Opera Company and Opera Hamilton.  
During her studies at Queen’s University, Susan performed extensively in eastern Ontario as 
a violinist and vocal soloist. 
 
A member of numerous orchestras, many choirs, and musical theatre productions, Susan has 
also performed as a featured soloist and held the position of musical director for operattas. 
Susan has had the luxury to study under masterful teachers both as a violinist and 
vocalist. She gratefully thanks her family and friends for their constant support and 
encouragement. 

 

Jessica Valiquette (Flute II) 
A very proficient flautist, Jessica first picked up the flute when she was 11. It took her a while 
to master it’s idiosyncrasies but once she got going she didn’t stop! 
 
She graduated from the Sudbury Secondary School Performing Arts program in 1993, 
performing around Northern Ontario - even somehow managing to play with her jaw wired 
shut following a car accident. 
 
Jessica has performed in various concert bands, most recently as a member of the Laurentian 
University Community Concert Band, and is excited to be returning to the stage as a member 
of the Opera Gala Chamber Orchestra. In her spare time, Jessica runs marathons and cares 
for her two children Zachary and Corbett. Jessica wishes to thank her sons and husband for 
all their love and support. 

 
 

Deanne Wells-Hunt (Soprano/Mezzo-soprano) 
Deanne Wells-Hunt completed both a four year undergraduate performance diploma and a 
Bachelor of Music Performance at the Glenn Gould School of the Royal Conservatory of 
Music in Toronto. She also invested one year of post graduate studies in the Artist Diploma 
program at The Glenn Gould School. 
 
Ms. Wells has performed such roles as Musetta in Puccini’s “La Boheme” with the 
Chautauqua Institute in New York.  She has also performed the roles of Dorabella in 
Mozart’s “Cosi fan tutte”, Cendrillion in Massenet’s “Cendrillion, and the Governess in 
Britten’s “The Turn of the Screw”. 
  
She received the Albert Roussel prize in the 2004 Interpretation of French music Montreal 
International Competition, placed third in the 2004 Elora Festival Competition, and was a 
2005 finalist in the Czech and Slovak International Competition. 
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Program 

ACT I 

1. Verdi “Va pensiero” (Chorus of  the Hebrew slaves) from Nabucco [All] 

2. Berlioz “Roman carnival” from Benvenuto Cellini [All] 

3. Mozart “Madamina” from Don Giovanni [Everett] 

4. Verdi “Ave Maria” from Otello [Irmgard] 

5. Verdi “Rataplan” from La forza del destino [Pam & Chorus] 

6. Mozart “Porgi amor” from Le Nozze di Figaro [Susan] 

7. Mozart “Rivolgete a lui lo sguardo” from Così fan tutte [Gene] 

8. Puccini “Oh Mimi, tu più non torni” from La Boheme [Jeff  & Everett] 

9. Mozart, “Alfin siam liberati… La ci darem la mano” from Don Giovanni [Gene & Irmgard] 

10. Rossini Sextet from Barber of  Seville (Finale ACT I) [Susan, Tracy, Jeff, Christian, Alex, Everett]  

 

~ Please visit and bid in the silent auction during the 15 minute intermission ~ 

 

ACT II 

1.Tchaikovsky “Chorus of  the peasant girls” from Eugene Onegin [All Women] 

2.Puccini “O Mio Babbino Caro” from Gianni Schicchi [Pam] 

3.Beethoven “Mir ist so wunderbar” from Fidelio [Heather, Tracy, Quade, Alex] 

4.Gounod “L’air des bijoux” from Faust [Deanne] 

5.Korngold “Mein Sehnen mein Wähnen” from Die Tote Stadt [Alex] 

6.Rossini “Duetto Buffo di due Gatti ” [Pam & Marion] 

7.Bernstein “Glitter and Be Gay” from Candide [Heather] 

8.Strauss “Brüderlein Brüderlein und Schwesterlein” from Die Fledermaus [All] 

Audience members are reminded to silence electronic devices before the performance.  

There is to be no flash photography during the performance. 

http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Sue2PORTRAITS_0148.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Jess.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Deanne.jpg
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Brenda Arrowsmith (Clarinet) 
Brenda Arrowsmith recently retired from the Cambrian College School of Music. She was 
head of wind instruction and theory studies since arriving in Sudbury in 1983, and served 
as a principal player with the Sudbury Symphony. She was also a rehearsal conductor of 
the symphony for several years. 
 
Brenda is a graduate of the University of Western Ontario, where her studies were in 
Theory & Composition. She also attended the Banff School of Fine Arts for clarinet 
performance, as well as various master class events in past years. Brenda also holds an 
ARCT in piano performance. 
 
Mrs. Arrowsmith was in demand as a wind clinician in northern school boards, and has 
adjudicated many festivals throughout Northern Ontario. She has been a recipient of the 
President’s Award of  Excellence from Cambrian College, three volunteer awards from the 
Ministry of Citizenship and Culture, and most recently, the 2012 recipient of the 

YWCA’sWomen of Distinction award in the field of the arts in the City of Greater Sudbury. Brenda serves on the 
board of the Sudbury Youth Orchestra, and continues to be involved in making music with her colleagues. 
 
 

Alex Baran (Baritone/Bass) 
Alex Baran is a transplant from Southern Ontario to Manitoulin Island. He was 
Executive Director of the Hamilton Philharmonic Ochestra from 2003-2008. For over 
20 years he was a Toronto broadcaster on classical music station CJRT-FM (now JAZZ-
FM). He has served as organist and choir director in a number of churches and is 
currently Director of music at the Anglican Church of the Epiphany in Sudbury. 
  
His principal voice coaches have been Tina Torlone (Toronto) and Michael Warren 
(New York). He sang with Sudbury’s Octatonic Decadence for 2 seasons, founded 
Voices North on Manitoulin Island, is active in community musical theatre and has 
taught voice privately. He has twice served as a judge for the JUNO awards (choral/
vocal category) and has also juried for both The Canada Council for the Arts and the 
Ontario Arts Council. He is a graduate of the University of Toronto where years 
studying political science and Chinese language failed to dampen his love for music. 

 
 

Dr. Charlene Biggs (Piano) 
Charlene Biggs received a Doctorate in Piano Performance from the 
Eastman School of Music, and a Masters in Performance and Piano 
Literature from Goldsmiths College, University of London, England.  She 
has performed extensively in Great Britain as a soloist and collaborative 
artist, appearing at such prestigious venues as the Royal Festival Hall, the 
Purcell Room, Greenwich Festival, Glasgow University, The National 
Theatre and the Barbican Arts Centre 
. 
Dr. Biggs was the founding Musical Director of Opera Brava, a highly 
successful British touring company. She also toured with Midlands Opera, 

and worked with artists from English National Opera and the Royal Opera House, Covent Garden. Dr. Biggs has 
also performed in France, Holland, Austria, Italy, Canada and the USA  and has held faculty positions at the Glenn 
Gould School, Royal Conservatory of Music, Toronto, and in the Community Division of the Eastman School of 
Music, where she was Assistant Chair of Piano for two years. 
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Cristina Masotti (Violin I) 
Cristina Masotti has performed in northern orchestras and ensembles for many years, 
and was a violin instructor for several years as well. Cristina became a nurse in 2010, and 
defines herself both as a professional musician and a health care professional. She is 
pleased to be a part of this performance. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Everett Morrison (Bass) 
Everett Morrison is an Aboriginal (Cree) bass-baritone. Everett is originally from 
Moosonee, Ontario and now resides in Wikwemikong, Ontario. 
He is a graduate of Cambrian College’s Music Program (Voice) and a Graduate from 
Laurentian’s Music Program (Voice). 
Everett has studied with Marion Harney-Hannah, Monica Zerbe and Dr. Robert Hall. 
He has performed throughout Northern Ontario and Northern Quebec. In 2009, 
Everett auditioned for the Canadian Opera Company’s Studio Ensemble. He was the 
very first Aboriginal from Ontario to audition for the COC’s Studio Ensemble. Everett 
also facilitates Voice Workshops for Aboriginal Youth. 

 

Tracy Sanmiya (Mezzo-soprano) 
A graduate of Sudbury Secondary School’s original Performing Arts Program majoring in 
vocal music, Tracy went on to the University of Western Ontario (UWO) and performed 
with the UWO Chorale, performing throughout London, Ontario often with the university 
symphony. She also studied music privately, placing in the Conservatory Canada (London, 
Ontario) scholarship competition and has performed in operas such as Purcell’s “Dido and 
Aeneas”. Tracy graduated from UWO with a Master’s in Communications and Journalism 
and recently with an Honours Diploma for Vocal Performance from the Cambrian College 
Music program. 
  
Tracy continues to perform around Northern Ontario both as a chorister with Bel Canto 
choir and as a featured soloist for special occasions and events - most recently appearing as a 
guest soloist with Near North Voices and chamber orchestra, a Nipissing 

University/community choir in North Bay.  A performer of jazz, broadway and classical music, Tracy has studied voice 
with many of the gala performers and is ecstatic be performing with every one of these amazing artists! 

 

Pamela Teed (Soprano) 
Pamela Teed was born and raised in Sudbury, Ontario. Mrs. Teed holds a Master of Music 
degree in vocal performance (University of Ottawa, with Ingemar Korjus).  She has performed 
throughout Ontario, in New York and in Europe (“Les nuits musicales de Nice”).  Past 
performances include Brahms’ Ein Deutches Requiem, Fauré’s Requiem,Handel’s Messiah and J. S. 
Bach’s St. John Passion and cantata Wachet Auf. 
  
In 2006, she traveled to Nice, France on a scholarship to study vocal repertoire interpretation 
at the Académie Internationale d’Eté de Nice with Dalton Baldwin. 
  
In 2012, she was chosen from an international pool to perform in The Song Continues…; a 
public masterclass (with Graham Johnson) hosted by the Weil Music Institute at Carnegie 
Hall. 
  

 

http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Brenda_Arrowsmith_lowres.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/AlexPORTRAITS_0164.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/Publicity-photo.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/TracySanmiya_Headshot4.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/PamTeed1.jpg
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Christian Howald (Tenor) 
A father of 3, Christian was born in Switzerland and moved to Northern Ontario at the 
age of five. The youngest of six Germanic children, he had to be loud to be heard. 
  
Singing in the school choir in elementary and secondary school may have taught him to 
keep notes, but its growing up on a farm and spending many hours alone on a tractor that 
gave him the courage to push his voice to the limit.  Not having the rhythm for 
contemporary music, Christian finds relaxation in yodeling and opera. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Quade Howald (Tenor) 
Quade is a 13-year-old boy with a big voice. Of Swiss background, his first foray into 
public singing was at the age of 11 yodeling with his little brother and father for his 
grandfather’s 70th birthday party. 
  
His real talent discovery was at his school’s 2013 talent show where he sang a duet of 
Verdi’s La Traviata, receiving standing ovations. Realizing he loved the attention has 
encouraged him to continue and see where the notes take him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alexandra Lee (Cello) 
Cellist Alexandra Lee completed her Bachelor of Music Performance degree from the University 
of Toronto. As member of the Downtown Quartet, she won the Felix Award, the university’s 
award for excellence in chamber music. She spent two summers as section cello of the National 
Academy Orchestra, and in 2004 won the position of Principal Cello in the Sudbury Symphony, a 
position she held for seven seasons before her resignation in 2011. Also in 2004, she co-founded 
the Silver Birch String Quartet and began a professional chamber music series in Sudbury. In 
addition to the achievements of the SBSQ (Juno nomination 2010; Félix nomination 2010; 
Stanford Summer Music 2011), Alexandra has performed as soloist with orchestra (Sudbury 
Symphony, 2009; Huronia Symphony, 2005), in recital  with piano (Casalmaggiore Gala, 2007; 
Colours of Music, 2009), as well as solo recitals (Sudbury, 2009; Vancouver, 2011). She is an 
experienced session player (e.g.. Sudbury Theatre Centre, 2009, 2011; Theatre Cambrian, 2009, 
2011; Le Paysagiste album, 2012; Patricia Cano, 2013; Simon Jutras, 2014) and active pedagogue 
(e.g. private teaching, 1999-present; Cambrian College instructor, 2004-present; NBSO String 
Retreat instructor, 2010-14: Regina Summer Strings instructor, 2014). Alexandra is also trained as 

an artist-educator through the Royal Conservatory of Music. In 2011, she began the development of a unique presentation of 
cello music and storytelling, designed to foster the love of music and reading (Greater Sudbury Library as “Cello-Time!” 
2011/12; toured as “Contes de violoncelle” for the Carrefour Francophone 2012-2014). She also began an innovative 
performance initiative for students called “Cello Café”, which brings cello performance into a café environment. Ms Lee also 
credits with gratitude Simon Fryer, Shauna Rolston, Scott St John, Terrence Helmer, Barry Shiffman, Henk Guittart, and 
Pandora Topp as strong influences in her musical and pedagogical training.  www.alexandralee.ca  
www.silverbirchstringquartet.com 
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Dr. Biggs is currently the Director of Piano Studies and Co-coordinator of the Music Program at Cambrian 
College. She continues as a Senior Examiner for the Royal Conservatory, and is much sought-after as a performer, 
adjudicator and pedagogy clinician across Canada.  She also continues a hectic schedule as a solo and collaborative 
artist. 
 

Heather Charsley (Soprano) 
Heather performed in Sudbury Secondary’s Vocal Jazz Ensemble, Vocal Jazz Combo, and 
Concert Choir as well as many other specialized vocal groupings and continued her vocal 
and music studies at the University of Western Ontario, studying with world class Bass-
Baritone, Brian McIntosh.  While at Western, Heather sang with the UWO Chorale 
(1991-1993) as well as the award winning Les Choristes (1993-1995).  She was featured as 
a soloist with each of these groups. 
 
After graduating with a Bachelor of Musical Arts, Heather attended Althouse College 
(UWO) to earn her Bachelor of Education.  Heather performed on the stage in the1995 
“Purple Patches” presentation of “My Fair Lady” and in Althouse College’s 1996 
presentation of “Finian’s Rainbow”.  After completing her studies at Western, Heather 
went on to teach elementary vocal music with the Toronto District School Board. 
  

While in Toronto, Heather participated in the Choral Music Experience program, and studied vocal conducting 
techniques with world famous conductor Doreen Rao.  Heather returned to Sudbury and currently teaches at C.R. 
Judd Public School.  Heather is currently singing with the Bel Canto Chorus and is the music director at her 
church in Capreol.  Heather is also serving as one of the conductors of the Young Sudbury Singers.  Heather 
would like to thank her family for all their support and patience. 
 

Jamie Dupuis (Guitar) 
Guitarist/composer Jamie Dupuis was born May, 1990 in New Liskeard Ontario. He 
recorded his first studio album “Inspired by a Dream” in 2011. 
 
He has won an international scholarship competition in Hollywood,  placing first out 
of 1000 competitors in the “full Ride Scholarship, 2011” at the Musicians Institute in 
Hollywood, California. 
 
He is now a graduate in the associates’ degree program at Musicians Institute, and also 
a graduate from Cambrian College in Classical guitar performance, studying under 
Philip Candelaria. He has won 2nd place in an international competition called Six 
String Theory and 1st place in the country category, which is held by Lee Ritenour. 
Jamie has since established himself as a musician/teacher in Northern Ontario. 

http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Christian2PORTRAITS_0156.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Quade2PORTRAITS_0162.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/HeatherPORTRAITS_0167.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/JamieDupuis.jpg
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 Colin Germond (Violin II) 
Colin Germond is a medical oncologist who worked at the Northeast Cancer Centre of 
Health Sciences North until 2009. 
 
Since then he has pursued his hobbies of music and photography with greater freedom.  
He has performed with many amateur music groups and is excited to be part of the 
Opera For a Cause Gala. 
 
He is responsible for the Colin Germond Music Program at the Northeast Cancer Centre 
and is always looking for volunteers to entertain staff and patients at the monthly 
performances. 
 
 
 

 

Ian Gibson (Percussion) 
Ian has been the Head of Percussion Studies at both Cambrian College and Laurentian 
University since 2005.   He is the Principal Percussionist and Timpanist with the Sudbury 
Symphony Orchestra and has recently accepted the position of being the Scottish Bass & 
Tenor Drum Instructor at Dojo University. 
 
Ian received both a Bachelor and Master Degree in Percussion Performance from the 
University of Toronto where his principal teachers were Russell Hartenberger, Beverley 
Johnston and John Rudolph.  As a member of the University of Toronto Percussion 
Ensemble under the direction of Robin Engleman, he can be heard performing on the 
ensemble’s 2001 recording, Rondino.  Ian travelled to Philadelphia to study with Alan Abel 
– retired percussionist with the Philadelphia Orchestra and also became the first 
Canadian Percussionist to be awarded both the Sabian PASIC Scholarship and the 
Zildjian Percussion Scholarship while completing his undergraduate degree. 

 
Ian is a founding member of: Duo Libre, a flute and percussion duo with Rachel Gibson; the Eagle|Gibson Duo, 
with New York City percussionist Michael Eagle; and the PerStr Duo, with violist Jane Russell. In 2012, Ian 
became the Bass Drummer and Midsection Leader of the Peel Regional Police Pipe band, which is considered to 
be one of the premier bands in the world and the reigning North American Champions since 2010.  A pipe band 
adjudicator throughout Ontario, Ian is a sponsored educator/artist for Innovative Percussion. 
 

Rachel Gibson (Flute I) 
Rachel Gibson currently performs with the Sudbury Symphony Orchestra and is a flute 
instructor at Laurentian University and Cambrian College. Rachel earned a Bachelor of 
Music Degree in Performance at the University of Toronto and is an experienced solo 
and ensemble performer. 
 
Regularly active in the chamber music scene in Sudbury, Rachel is the flautist in the flute 
and percussion ensemble, Duo Libre, and the Gibson-Yzereef Flute and Guitar Duo. 
She has been a featured performer in many, varied concerts in the City of Greater 
Sudbury and throughout Ontario including numerous concerts as part of the Cambrian 
Concert Series and the Vale Living With Lakes Concert Series.  A versatile musician, 
Rachel also teaches piano, plays Scottish tenor drum in the renowned Peel Regional 
Police Pipe Band, and is a snare drummer with the Nickel City Highlanders Pipe Band.  
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As an Alumnus of the Toronto Mendelssohn Choir and the Toronto Children’s Chorus, Rachel enjoys 
collaborating with vocalists and has appeared as a solo flautist with Sudbury vocal groups Bel Canto Chorus, 
Ariadne Women’s Chamber Choir and Octatonic Decadence.  Rachel is delighted to be participating in ‘Opera 
Gala… Opera for a Cause’. 
 
 

Marion Harvey Hannah (Soprano/Mezzo-soprano) 
Marion Harvey Hannah recently retired from Cambrian College where she enjoyed 
teaching, singing and directing the Cambrian College Choir for thirty-four years.  During 
this time she was also on the faculty of Huntington University.  She is a graduate of Ecole 
Vincent d’Indy in Montreal and The Opera School, University of Toronto. 
In the early part of her teaching career, she performed extensively, was the winner of 
CBC Talent Festival, was heard in numerous CBC recital broadcasts with her husband, 
pianist, John Hannah, and appeared as soloist with leading Canadian choirs. 
  
Sudbury offered a rich experience of artistic associations.  She is a founding member of 
The Sudbury Opera Guild, and for many years, she had the pleasure of directing Bel 
Canto Chorus, one of Sudbury’s leading choirs.  She has adjudicated at music festivals 
throughout eastern Canada. 
  

Helping students discover their potential as singers has been most rewarding.  They have represented Sudbury at 
the provincial and national levels of music festivals.  Some of her former students have become teachers of 
singing, won prestigious competitions and performed internationally. 
 

Irmgard Hechler (Soprano) 
Irmgard made her debut as a soloist with the Bel Canto Chorus in Vivaldi’s Gloria. She 
was then asked to perform with them in Gounod’s Messe Solennelle (St. Cecillia) in 2005. 
She performed with the Sudbury Symphony Orchestra for the first time in 2002 after 
winning their Concerto Competition and performed again, Alto and Soprano selections 
from Handel’s Messiah in 2006. 
 
In November of 2002, Irmgard received great reviews for her concert performances with 
the Brandenburg Concert Orchestra in Berlin, Germany as well as her concert at the St. 
Nickolaus Cathedral for their 500th anniversary in Gundelsheim, Germany. Having won 
many awards and scholarships throughout college and university, she has represented 
Sudbury twice at the provincial level through the Sudbury Kiwanis Music Festival. 
In Ottawa, she entered the NATS festival and won first place for her category. Irmgard 
has given several concert recitals, including performing at the National Art Gallery of 
Canada for their opening of the prestigious Monet exhibit in August of 2007. 

 
Irmgard is no stranger to the stage.  She was initiated to opera with her performance in Menotti’s Amahl and the 
Night Visitors while she was at Cambrian College. At Ottawa University, she has performed roles in Mozart’s The 
Marriage of Figaro and Cosi fan tutte, and Poulenc’s Les Dialogues des Carmelites. 
 
She has performed at the National Arts Centre after being invited to sing in their production of Mozart’s The 
Marriage of Figaro with Opera Lyra Ottawa, and again in Verdi’s Macbeth as well as Puccini’s Turandot. 
She has recently moved back home to Sudbury and is currently head of vocal studies at Theatre Cambrian along 
with being a vocal instructor at Cambrian College. 

  

http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/ColinPORTRAITS_0120.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/Ian2PORTRAITS_0117.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/RachelPORTRAITS_0126.jpg
http://operaforacause.com/performers/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/IrmgardPORTRAITS_0232_5.jpg

